Next Meeting: Saturday, Oct. 1 in Vancouver
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Signing in for the July 23 indoor picnic at Fort Borst Park were Joan Huston, Dick Colenso, Louise Colenso,
Smith, Alene Reaugh, Lynn Carter, Van Anderson, Carolyn Bawden, Mark & Judith Upton, Sandy Dunkel, Sl
Judy & Bill Scheer, Judy Falk, Ann Holiday, Mary Sisson and Bonnie LaDoe.
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Jottings from Joan

October meeting comes early

At the last meeting we enjoyed entertainment
from our own Mary Sisson, playing guitar and
singing beloved Cornish songs. It was great! Lots
of good food too. We also were visited by a roam- @
ing bagpiper, who was in the park at the time and

stopped by to play some tunes for us.

This next meeting is coming up rapidly, as we
had to schedule it a bit early this year to get our
usual Vancouver meeting place at the Clark
County Genealogy Center. We will meet October
1, and we will have a genealogy workshop of sorts
with the genealogy library open next door to our
meeting place, so that we can use its resources.
This will be a very “unstructured” meeting where
you can bring your genealogy questions and if you
haven’t ever done any genealogy, but thought
you’d like to at least know a bit more about your Cor-

meeting in Centralia.

Mary Sisson leads the singing of Cornish songs at the summer

Bring something to share, as we will have our normal

nish side, then bring what you know (parents, birthdates meeting potluck lunch as well.
and places, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc.). We

can help you get started!

Skip Greenwell plays Celtic tunes.

Wearing the official Washington
State tartan and a Cornish flag on one
of his pipes, bagpiper Skip Greenwell
piped himself into Kitchen No. 2 dur-
ing the PNCS summer business meet-
ing at Fort Borst Park, Centralia.

A former trumpet player, Skip ex-
plained a little about the bagpipes. The
instrument is mentioned in the King
James Version of the Bible. The Ro-
mans took it north, and the Scots made
it their national instrument. Bagpipes
exist throughout Europe in various
forms.

Skip blows into the blowstick to fill
the leather bladder with air. It is the
squeezing of the air, not the blowing,
that creates the music — nine notes, no
sharps, no flats. He calls himself a

— Joan Huston
President

Bagplper entertains with Celtic tunes, state tartan

Celtic player. He explained that Celtic
tunes are slower than the marches usu-
ally associated with bagpipes.

Cornwall has its tartan, and so does
Washington. It was designed to com-
memorate the Washington State Cen-
tennial of 1989 and was adopted as the
official state tartan in 1991.

The background color of green
represents the rich forests of Washing-
ton . The perpendicular bands of con-
trasting colors also are symbols — blue
for the lakes, rivers and ocean; white
for the snow-capped mountains; red for
the apple and cherry crops; yellow for
the wheat and grain crops; and black
for the eruption of Mount St. Helens.
The tartan is registered with the Scot-
tish Tartans Society.



New opera honors modern Cornish hero

A Cornish hero is being remembered in music #
this month as The San Francisco Opera premieres &
its original opera, “Heart of a Soldier,” Sept. 10
through Sept. 30.

The hero is Rick Rescorla who saved more than |
2,700 lives by getting employees of the World
Trade Center’s largest tenant out of the building
before it collapsed on 9/11 ten years ago, taking
him with it. His remains were never found.

Born in Hayle,

World War, when
American soldiers
were stationed nearby.
He fought in Rhode-
sia, as a member of
the British Military
Police; he killed a lion

that was harming vil-

lagers and wore its
Rescorla in his U.S. Army unifaroth the rest of his
life.

with the U.S. Army in Vietnam, became a U.S. citizen

He later served

in 1967, retired from the Army Reserve as a colonel in
1995 and was Vice President of Security for Morgan-
Stanley/Dean-Witter at the time the twin towers were
attacked.

Three years before that, he had warned of the danger
of a terrorist attack. A BBC documentary aired several
years ago shows how Rescorla had fears of a cargo jet
being flown into the New York landmark.

“Combat in cities, hunting down terrorists - this will
be the nature of war in the future,” Rescorla said in an
interview in 1998. “Terrorist forces can tie up conven-
tional forces. They can bring them to their knees. One
individual, one fanatic, one man willing to give his life
for what he believes in can choose a time and a place and
there’s no way that any soldier is alert 100 per cent of
the time - it’s impossible.

West Cornwall,

in 1939, he San Francisco Operads photo
grew up during N@m and baritone Thomas Hampson, who sings the role of Ric
the Second the opera fAHeart of a Soldie

“We're talking about no specific groups, no specific
religions,” he said at the time. “For example, the Mus-
lims are honorable people. It’s just small segments of
fanatics and terrorists that perpetrate these battles.”

Rick’s friend, former special forces soldier Dan Hill,
said Rick, who had already predicted the 1993 bombing
of the World Trade Center to an eerie degree of accu-
racy three years before it happened, discussed other
methods terrorists might employ in future with his best
friend.

“We said they are going to
hit you from the air,” Hill told
the BBC Inside Out team in
the documentary. “He and I
together figured the way it
would come. We thought it
would be a cargo aircraft com- |
ing from the Middle East or
from Europe. It would be

loaded up with demolition At the World Trade Center

and it would fly into one of
the buildings about two thirds of the way up.

“If they penetrated deep enough, the heat and the
blast would cause the structural interior to disintegrate
and topple and a third of the building would collapse
and that overload would take the rest of the building
down with it, which is just what happened.”

Continued on Page 7



By Lewis Penhall Bird
President, Cornish Heritage Society East

The Coastal Path is surely one of
Cornwall's choicest treasures. Nature

Sunny Sisson Rickards, 2010
Carlyon Bay, St. Austell, is one of the delights along the Cornish coast

Everett Wolford, 1980
St . Mi chael 6s Mount s

Everett Wolford, 1980
Fishing villages such as Mousehole entice shutterbugs. -















